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MONTANA  PILOTS  ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
Helena.  April  5th  ond  6lh 

The  annual  meeting  ot  the  Montana  Pilots  Association  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  Helena  Hangar  ond  will  be  held  in 
Helena  on  April  5th  and  6lh.  1952.  Mork  this  on  your  Cal- 
endar and  get  your  reservations  In  early. 

Bob  Henrickson.  President  of  MPA,  has  announced  the 
above  dales  for  the  convention  and  the  Slate  organization 
18  working  closely  with  the  Helena  Hangar  to  make  this  on- 
nuol  meeting  of  the  Montana  Pilots  Association  a get-logoiher 
that  you  can't  aflord  to  miss.  All  Montana  pilots  are  cordi- 
ally invited  to  attend  and  membership  forms  will  be  avoll- 
able  at  the  convention  registration  desk. 

W.  B.  Bartlett,  Hangar  chairman,  has  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committee  chairman  to  set  up  Ihe  convention  program: 
Harlan  Herrin,  convention  chairman:  Dick  Ford,  advertising: 
Glen  Childs.  Publicity:  Ray  Austin,  entertainment;  and  Reeed 
Smelser,  registration.  Special  entertainment  will  be  ar- 
ranged for  wives  of  visiting  men  pilots  and  husbands  of  viiit' 
ing  lady  pilots.  Details  of  the  convention  program  will  be 
announced  through  the  press  and  through  this  publication. 


SHORT-HAUL  AVIATION 

History-making  strides  confirmmg  America'-  need  for 
short-haul  air  passengers,  mail,  and  cargo  schedules  hove 
been  reported  by  the  so-called  leeder-bne  air  transportation 
system  which  was  begun  six  years  ago. 

According  to  Flight  Magazine,  this  system,  which  was 
started  on  on  experimental  basis,  has  developed  to  the  point 
where  it  Includes  17  local  service-  airlines  serving  some  400 
cities.  During  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  nearly  700.000 
passengers  were  Mown  by  these  lines,  which  indicates  a 67 
per  cent  increase  over  1950's  first  six  months,  and.  in  fact,  wos 
greater  them  the  number  hauled  for  the  entire  year  of  1949. 

C^ng  the  past  six  years  the  national  feeder-line  system 
has  grown  from  3 airplanes  and  2,000  route  miles  to  Include  a 
fleet  of  130  planes  with  a route  system  oi  nearly  30,000  miles. 

For  the  first  time,  non-mail  revenues  are  expected  to  ex- 
ceed mall  revenues  during  the  last  half  of  1951.  This  reflects 
to  the  credit  of  the  local  service  airlines  with  their  4,600  em- 
ployes and  provides  the  U-  S.  with  a new  transportation  re- 
source so  essential  to  our  national  defense. 

Several  of  the  smaller  airlines  hove  been  considering  the 
use  oi  helicopters  for  short-haul  service,  and  recent  develop- 
ments In  rotary  wing  aircraft  make  much  contemplation  feasi- 
ble in  the  very  near  future. 


FILE  A FLIGHT  PLAN 

A thoughtful  moment  oi  your  time  before  takeoff  saves 
what  thoughtlessness  con  never  repay.  If  you  fly  locally  in- 
form some  relative  or  friend  of  your  projected  route. 


FOREIGN  AVIATION  NOTE 
Some  500  to  600  F-84E  Thunderjel  Fighters  lor  the  West- 
ern European  air  forces  are  expected  to  be  offloaded  from  air- 
craft carriers  at  Copenhagen  in  Ihe  next  two  to  three  weeks. 
Scandinavian  Airlines  System  will  overhaul  and  prepare  the 
fighters  for  delivery  to  the  air  forces  of  Belgium,  Denmark, 
Norway  and  The  Netherlands. —Aviation  Dally. 


1952  PILOT  REGISTRATION  DUE 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  expiration  of  your  pilot  regis- 
tration os  of  December  31sl  lor  the  current  year.  Registra- 
tion forms  may  be  procured  from  any  flight  operator  or 
Ihe  office  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  P.  O. 
Box  1698,  Helena,  Montana. 

It  is  required  by  Ihe  laws  of  Montana  and  regulations 
of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  that  all  civilian 
pilots,  other  than  scheduled  airline  pilots,  be  registered  an- 
nually vnth  the  office  of  the  commission.  It  is  suggested 
that  you  get  your  registration  in  immediately  so  that  you 
may  continue  to  receive  Ihe  Montana  Aeronautics  Commis 
Sion  "Newsletter." 


DOUGLAS  DEVELOPS  NEW  ASR  LIFE  RAFT  FOR  AF 
Douglas  Aircroll  Co.  has  developed  a new  radio  con- 
trolled life  roll  for  air-sea  rescue  operations  under  Air  Force 
controct.  The  cxuboti  dioxide  iniJaied  rubber  raft  is  contained 
In  an  aluminum  allow  cylinder  which  may  be  launched  from 
a plane  on  from  a surface  vessel  equipped  with  torpedo 
tubes.  Alter  striking  the  water,  the  cylinder  automatically 
expands  into  a raft  22  feet  tong  and  eight  feet  v/ide.  It  is 
equipped  with  a four  cylinder  inboard  engine,  fuel  lor  300 
miles,  a remote  control  radio  system,  two-way  communica- 
tions, a heating  system,  an  automatic  pilot  and  food  and 
survival  equipment  to  last  eight  occupants  for  five  days.  The 
plane  or  vessel  which  launches  the  raft  will  be  able  to  start 
or  stop  the  engines,  steer  the  raft  to  survivors  or  sat  any  com- 
pass course  desired  by  remote  control  equipment.— Amencan 
Aviation  Daily. 


NEW  PIPER  SPRAYER-DUSTER  IN  PRODUCTION 

A convertible  sprayer-duster  agricultural  airplane,  the 
PA-18  A,  has  been  put  into  production  by  Piper  Aircraft  Corp.. 
Lock  Haven,  Pa.  'The  new  design  is  Ihe  result  of  more  than 
300  hours  test  Hying  with  experimental  designs  and  Is  a de- 
velopment of  Ihe  125  horsepower  Piper  Super  Cub.  It  has 
a capacity  oi  16  cubic  feel  dusting  compound  or  110  gallons 
liquid  spraying  providing  adequate  agents  to  cover  220  acres 
of  crops  In  45  minutes.  Conversion  from  spraying  to  dusting 
configuration  can  be  handled  in  I man  hours. 

Spraying  is  handled  by  two  streamlined  booms  under 
each  wing,  each  equipped  with  12  spray  nozzles  providing 
a total  of  over  50  fool  wide  coverage.  Adiustment  of  the 
nozzle  orifice  and  pump  pressure  provide.^  rates  of  flow  from 
one  half  to  five  gallons  per  acre.  The  duster  version  uses 
both  slots  and  verileal  plates  for  efiictent  coverage  providing 
about  the  same  swaih  as  the  sprayer.  Double  agitators  at 
the  base  oi  the  hopper  plus  an  air  driven  propeller  assure 
uniform  How. 

Other  pertinent  details:  Safely  features  include  sharp 
leading  edges  on  landing  gear  to  cut  wires,  extra-heavy  safe- 
ty bells  and  shoulder  harness.  Performance  includes  top 
speed  oi  miles  per  hour  at  1,500  pounds  gross  weight  or 
123  m.p.h.  at  2.000  pounds.  Cruising  speed,  110  and  108 
m.p.h.,  respectively.  Stall  speed,  38  m.p.h.  at  1,500  pounds. 
45  at  2.000.  Cruising  range  Is  normally  250  miles  but  with  on 
optional  tank  Ihe  plane  eon  go  to  500  miles. — American  Avia- 
tion Dally. 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  AVIAHON  OFnclALS 

PURPOSE:— ''To  fontFr  svlalloo  os  on  indiutr),  as  a mode  of  tranaportaUon  for  peraonj  and  property  and  aj  an  arm  of 
the  national  defense;  to  }oln  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  In  rv-aearch,  dr\elopmeor>  and  odviuxvnieot  of  a\la- 
tion;  to  develop  uniform  aviation  laws  and  regulations:  and  to  otherwise  encourage  co-operaUon  and  mutual  aid  among  the  aev- 
eral  states." 


) 

COLD  WEATHER  OPERA  ilON 
Now  lhat  wmi«r  is  here  let review  some  of  ihe  dof 
and  don'iB  of  cold  weather  flying.  Always  use  lull  carburetor 
heat  if  there  is  an  indication  of  ice.  Apply  full  heal  al  least 
thirty  seconds  before  closing  throttle  prior  to  a glide.  Drain 
fuel  strainer  and  sumps  often  and  fill  all  tanks  alter  each 
llighi.  Clear  your  engine  during  prolonged  glides.  Never 
attempt  a take^ll  with  snow  or  frost  on  the  aircraft.  Hove 
your  cabin  heater  inspected  for  leaks.  -WAC  Newsletter. 


AERIAL  APPLICATOR  PILOTS  PLACED  ON  CRITICAL 
OCCUPATION  LIST 

Commercial  pilots  engaged  In  aerial  dusting,  spraying, 
and  other  related  acllvuies  have  now  been  classified  as  prac- 
titioners of  a "critical  occupation."  This  decisions,  contained 
In  a letter  from  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Secretory  e{  Labor,  to 
Charles  A.  Parker,  executive  secretory  ol  National  Aviotion 
Trades  Association,  follows  a NATA  request  made  earlier 
this  year  that  the  ease  be  reviewed.  New  classification  Is 
based  on  results  ol  a national  survey  conducted  by  NATA 
and  analyzed  by  CAA  which  showed  that  61  per  cent  of  crop 
duster  pilots  are  subleci  to  military  recall.  Critical  loss  ol 
these  pilots  to  companies  engaged  in  aenal  dusting  and 
spraying  work  became  so  acute  during  tho  summer  of  19S1 
in  Calilomia  that  Ihe  state  legislature  passed  a resolution  re- 
questing that  they  be  given  every  consideration  by  military 
recall  and  draft  boards.  The  Tobin  letter  slated  m jxnt  that 
the  Critical  Occupations  Listing  of  "Airplane  Pilot,  Commer- 
cial," in  addition  to  oiillne  and  test  pilots,  will  now  include 
pilots  engaged  In  "dusiing,  seeding,  weeding,  and  defoliating 
crops;  forest,  pest,  ond  fire  control:  and  other  similar  ac- 
tivities.— American  Aviation  Daily. 


CHRISTMAS  TREE  LIGHTS? 

fin  view  ol  ihe  general  interest  in  night  lighting  systems 
for  small  airports  Ihe  following  information  in  to  make  knovm 
Ihe  reported  availability  of  such  equipment,  and  does  not 
constitute  either  an  endorsement  or  a promotion  of  any  one 
type  or  manufacturer.) 

A saystem  uncovered  by  Western  Consulting  consists  ol 
a 1 10-112  volt  AC  circuit  cardie  ol  being  "plugged-ln"  any- 
where this  current  is  available.  A light  assembly  consists  ol 
o stake,  shade  cone,  dowel),  light  receptacle  and  bulb,  lens, 
and  weather-proof  cable  with  plug.  A complete  system 
consists  of  water  proof  coble,  female  mine  plugs  and  light 
assemblies. 

The  firm analysis  of  a typical  double  row  of  lights  each 
extending  1600  feel  In  length  is  as  follows: 


Waterproof  cable  3200'  at  ,06,  foot  $192,00 

Ten  complete  light  assemblies 

- C4-qraaa.oTvi  6 while  lenses) 122.60- 

Ten  female  plugs  48.00 

Total  Cost  $362.50 


Additional  information  can  be  obtained  by  wnling  lo 
Western  Consulting,  223  Administration  Building,  Boeing 
Field,  Seattle  9,  Washington. 


1950  HAS  LOWEST  FATALITY  RATE  IN  HISTORY  OF 
DOMESTIC  AIRLINES 

During  1950  U.  S.  scheduled  trunk,  feeder  and  lemiorial 
airlines  flew  17,424,860  revenue  pKissengers  8.362,621.000 
passenger  miles.  The  passenger  (olality  role  of  l.I  per  100 
million  passenger  miles  was  Ihe  lowest  one  ever  achieved  in 
any  colendar  year.  In  Ihe  preceding  year  15.120,015  revenue 
passengers  were  llown  7,071.042,000  possenger  miles  at  a 1.3 
fatality  rale.  Revenue  plane  miles  during  1950  totaled 
349,379,804  against  333,307.756  In  Ihe  preceding  year — The 
Toilspinner. 


OHIO  TO  TAX  ALL  AIRCRAFT  WITHIN  STATE 
Under  a new  Ohio  aircraft  regialratton  law,  all  oiicralt 
owned  and  operated  within  that  slate  will  be  subject  to  an 
Annual  Ohio  License  Tax.  The  lax  will  replace  all  other 
taxes  on  or  with  respect  lo  Ihe  ownership  of  aircraft.  On 
January  1.  1952,  dote  when  the  law  becomes  effective,  all 
Ohio  aircraft  owners  must  be  registered  v/ith  Ihe  Ohio  Avia- 
tion Board  and  pay  the  annual  fox  which.  ia_based  on.iho 
manufacturer’s  specified  sealing  capaeUy  of  the  aircraft. 
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PRIVATE  ku-OT  TEST  REVISION  BASED  ON 
ACCIDENT  ANALYSIS  FINDINGS 
’’An  urg^t^l  need  for  revision  ol  standards  of  aeroncruUcol 
knowledge,  exjrerience  and  skill,"  os  indicated  by  a CAA 
analysis  of  ac^dents  involving  private  pilots  for  1948-1949, 
has  been  cited  by  a CAA  spokesman  as  reason  for  recent 
revisions  of  the  private  pilot  flight  tests  and  vmiten  examina- 
tions. The  revisions  call  for  more  cross  country  maneuvers 
and  Improved  flight  techniques.  ]|  was  revealed  that  Ihe 
tests  showed  Ihot  pilot  error  coused  by  insufficient  mforma- 
lion,  insirucllon,  or  experience  was  pnnclpol  or  contributing 
cause  of  most  of  Ihe  accidents.  Seventy-six  percent  of  the 
Occidents  involved  pilots  with  51  to  300  hours  of  flying  ex- 
perience and  enors  arose  frequently  in  cross  country  flying. 
Other  accidents  grew  from  mishandling  flight  controls,  land- 
ing or  taking  oil  from  unsuitable  terrain,  faulty  flight  planning, 
faulty  navigation,  and  violation  of  Civil  Air  Regulations. — 
Aviation  Daily. 


ARMY  SHOULD  HAVE  OWN  AIR  FORCE  FOR  CLOSE 
SUPPORT.  LOENING  ADVOCATES 
'The  Army  should  be  allowed  to  build  up  its  own  Air  Force 
for  close  support  aviation,  according  to  Grover  Loening,  well 
known  aviation  consultant  and  former  Wright  Brothers 
Memorial  Trophy  winner.  Speaking  before  a meeting  of  Ihe 
Society  of  the  Four  Arts  in  Palm  Beach,  Flo.,  Inning  said  that 
to  depnve  the  Army  of  its  own  oircraft  for  ground  support, 
directly  under  control  of  its  officers,  "would  be  like  taking 
guns  away  from  them." 

"Alrcrolt  have  become  of  such  all-out  importance  in 
transport  and  os  artillery  that  all  war-making  units  must 
hove  them,"  he  said.  "The  facts  ol  life  have  forced  us  into 
now  having  three  or  four  air  forces  -the  Air  Force,  the  Army's 
aviation,  the  Novy's  aviation  (and)  the  Marine  Corps'  avia- 
lion." 

Loening  also  disagreed  sharply  with  the  USAF's  concept 
of  strategic  bombing.  He  claimed  that  the  Russians  must,  by 
now.  hove  hidden  their  vital  targets  deep  in  forests,  under- 
ground or  in  (he  sides  of  mountains,  m such  a way  that  no 
radar  or  bombslghts  can  pick  them  up.  This  would  leave 
only  the  large  cities  as  targets,  he  said,  "and  what  a silly 
way  this  Is  to  wags  v/ar."  The  real  torgels.  Lining  cloim^, 
ore  the  "men  behind  the  guns  and  (he  men  behind  the  ma- 
chines.—Americon  Aviation  Daily. 


TAX  REBATE  TO  AID  PRIVATE  FLYING  IN  BRITAIN 
.Britain's  new  Minister  of  Transport  and  Civil  Aviation. 
John  S.  Maclay,  has  announced  o plan  lo  help  reduce  the 
post  of  private  flying,  now  in  Ihe  region  of  S0.5O  per  hour. 
Under_,(he  £lqn  on  employe  ol  a large  industrial  eangam 
would  pay  $2.00  an  hour  for  flying  while  his  employer  would 
pay  the  balance  ond  claim  a partial  refund  from  the  income 
lax  authorities.  If  the  employer  is  in  Ihe  excess  profits  tax 
brocket,  the  whole  amount  would  be  relumable.^American 
Aviation  Daily. 


FLYING  SAUCERS 

Flying  Saucers  should  be  with  us  again  after  the  first 
of  the  yeor.  Then  Ihe  Air  Force  will  begin  laxinchlngs  of 
large,  while  plastic  balloons  72  ft.  in  diameter  and  a^ui  ten 
stories  high  lo  test  winds  and  other  factors  between  50  000 
ond  100,000  ft. 

Three  launching  stations  will  be  set  up  in  the  U.  S„  prob- 
ably on  standby  airfields  out  of  range  of  the  federal  airways. 
Launchings  will  be  made  every  six  hours  and  a network  of 
UHDF  (ultra  high  direction  finding  sfations)  will  (rack  them. 

Already  some  experimental  launchings  have  been  made 
for  "Moby  Disk,"  Ihe  name  of  the  project.  One  of  the  non- 
recoverable  hydrogen-filled  ballons  and  gondola  set  free  in 
New  Mexico  was  found  in  North  Africa,  another  in  Norway. 

Now,  maybe  the  Russians  will  begin  seeing  saucers,  too. 
— Avn.  Age. 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

We  ore  taking  this  opportunity  to  wish  you  pilots  of 
Montana  a very  Happy  New  Year.  Put  your  carburetor  heat 
on  in  a glide  and  keep  the  snow  off  of  your  wings 

Regords.  WILEY. 
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